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Illinois, this election is an opportunity to 
fix a system that has been hurting lower- 
and middle-class families for far too 
long. We must vote YES to pass the Fair 
Tax constitutional amendment. 
 
Under our current income tax system, 
average taxpayers pay twice as much in 
taxes as a share of their income com-
pared to the wealthy. That means those 
who earn less pay more; that’s simply 
not fair.  
 
The Fair Tax works by asking those earning 
more than $250,000 per year to pay a 
little more in taxes. The rest of us will get 
a tax cut or see no increase. At the same 
time, our state will receive more than $3 
billion in additional revenue that we can 
invest in education at every level, health- 
care, jobs, and our communities.  

Inside the pages of this special edition of 
Union Link,  you’ll hear more about the 
Fair Tax and what our members and locals 
are doing to help make it a reality. 

 
Your vote is your voice. Vote YES for 
fairness. Please cast your ballot  
by mail or in person in this General 
Election by November 3. 

IFT members know what’s at stake in 
November 2020. It goes without saying 
that we must oust Trump and DeVos to 
recover from the economic, healthcare, 
and racial justice crises we face today. 
We know Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 
are experienced leaders who will stand 
on the side of honesty, decency, and 
transparency as they lead our nation out  
of the quagmire we’ve been in for the 
last four years. 
 
We must also vote for candidates at the 
state and local levels who share our 
values and will fight for the best interests 
of working men and women, especially 
at this difficult time. (Check page 5 of 
this issue to see a complete list of IFT-
recommended candidates.) 
 
But electing friendly candidates is just 
the tip of the proverbial iceberg. Here in 
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Black and Brown voters have the power to oust Trump, 
and the numbers prove it. A recent study by Pew Research 
shows that for the first time in history, Latino voters make up 
the largest segment of eligible non-white voters in the U.S. 
electorate, with more than 13 percent - nearly 32 million - 
being Latino. About 12 percent of eligible voters are Black (30 
million). Overall, people of color in this election will account 
for nearly one-third (30 percent) of eligible voters, up from 
about 25 percent just 20 years ago. 
 
Black and Brown women are a particularly strong coalition 
of voters. Many of them wield great influence in their homes, 
churches, and community groups. And in 2016 only 4 percent 
of them voted for Trump, according to CNN exit polls after 
that election. Based on his record in Black and Brown 
communities, there is no reason to believe they’ll vote for 
him in greater numbers this time. 

 
A recent New York Times article claimed the “Black vote 
has never mattered more,” and that “the Black vote now 
defines American politics.” If that respected media outlet is 
correct, it is very bad news for the current president. 
 
The fact is, President Trump was elected by white voters (58 
percent), but more than ever before, Black and Latino votes 
are set to be the critical force in this election.  
 
Both at the national level and in equally important local races, 
union members of all colors and backgrounds must raise our 
voices together at the ballot box this year if we want to make 
our nation a better place for everyone. 

 

We have a chance to improve the lives of every 
family in our state by fixing a broken tax system 
that has long benefitted the rich and harmed the 
rest of us. We can do that by voting YES on the 
Fair Tax constitutional amendment.

By simply asking the wealthiest among us – the 3 
percent who earn more than $250,000 per year – 
to pay their fair share, the Fair Tax will:

 Generate more than $3 billion per year for  
 schools, healthcare, and critical services that  
 Illinoisans rely on;
 Provide a tax cut or require no increase for 
 97 percent of Illinoisans;
 Reduce property taxes; and
 Lift the current tax burden off lower- 
 and middle-income families.

Imagine an Illinois with adequately funded schools 
and public services and thriving communities. 
We can have that with a Fair Tax. I urge you to 
vote YES for fairness and to tell your colleagues, 
friends, and family to do the same.

Inside this special issue of Union Link, you’ll find 
more reasons why this election matters so much. 
Please check out the list of our union’s endorsed 
candidates (see page 5); they were made after a 
thorough and thoughtful process involving your 
fellow members and elected leaders.

On a final note, I want to offer my deepest grati-
tude and admiration to every single IFT member 
during these trying times. I know right now you 
are deeply concerned about being back in school 
or at the workplace; I want you to know that your 
union supports you and will continue to fight 
alongside you to ensure your safety and best 
interests are protected. 

I remain proud and grateful to be able to lead our 
amazing union of professionals.

Stay well. And VOTE!

In solidarity,

Write to me at emaildan@ift-aft.org  
to share your thoughts.

The most important election of our lifetimes
For most IFT members, this year has presented 
us with some of the greatest challenges we’ve 
ever known. From the personal, professional, and 
economic impacts of the pandemic to the sense-
less killings of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and 
so many other Black and Brown people by police, 
2020 has been a year unlike any other.

But on November 3, we have an opportunity to 
make real change. There has never been a more 
critical time for every one of us to demand that 
our nation be better.

This truly is the most important election of  
our lifetimes. 

On the national level, we must decide whether to 
reelect President Trump and continue down the 
worsening paths of public health, economic, and 
racial justice crises we’re currently on, or to begin 
to heal our wounds and build a better future  
for every American. We can do that by electing 
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris. 

It is no exaggeration to say that under Trump,  
our republic is at risk:  At this writing, we have 
lost 175,000 Americans; schools and colleges 
are unable to re-open; the economy is in a  
catastrophic freefall; and we have social unrest  
in the streets as Trump doesn’t try to heal our 
racial strife—he seeks to worsen it.

Joe Biden has the strength, experience, and 
compassion needed to fix what is broken in 
our country at this unprecedented time. 

Together with a more progressive Senate, Biden 
will help us overcome this devastating public 
health crisis, restore our economy, and unite us 
after four long years of turmoil and division. As a 
proven advocate for working men and women, 
Biden will work with us to achieve common goals. 
And he is dedicated to supporting public educa-
tion at all levels, not tearing it down as Trump and 
DeVos have blatantly (and proudly!) done. 

Perhaps most of all, Joe Biden will return us to the 
culture of honesty and decency we knew under 
President Obama. We need a leader who makes 
us proud again. Joe Biden will be that leader. 

This election is just as critical here in Illinois.

DANIEL J. MONTGOMERY 
President

With so much in the balance – from the public health crisis to 
our devastated economy to racial justice – Election 2020 will 
be the most important one of our lifetimes. Research shows 
that it is likely that the outcome of key races will be de-
cided by Black and Brown voters, particularly in traditional 
swing states like Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and Michigan.  
 
Their power is immense, and they are motivated to use it 
because of the harm caused by President Trump. During his 
time in office, Trump has presided over the senseless killings 
of Black Americans by white police officers, including  
Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and many others. Their deaths 
set off a wave of protests across the nation and are sure to 
factor into decisions made by Black voters this fall.  
 
Latino voters will likely recall that Trump attempted to repeal 
DACA, which created fear and uncertainty for many families. 
The world watched as children attempting to immigrate 
to the U.S. were stolen from their parents and placed in 
cages before being sent back to their home countries. 
That is a picture few will forget, particularly Latinos. 
 
Both Black and Latino voters have been disproportionately 
harmed by COVID-19 on Trump’s watch too, which is likely to 
fuel additional distrust. Case numbers and death rates have 
been significantly higher nationwide in these communities 
than among whites. Black and Brown Americans have also 
had higher rates of unemployment and have been hit hard-
est economically during the crisis. In June, the New York 
Times said that Black voters now have, “…the chance 
to lead the nation to recovery.” It stands to reason 
Trump will not be their choice to do that. 
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The power of the
Black & Latino vote

ELECTION 2020

Union members who wish to redirect the portion 
($35) of their 2020-21 IFT per capita dues that 
might be used for contributions to political 
candidates may do so using the following process:
Obtain a numbered IFT redirection request 
form from your local president. (Only 
original numbered forms will be accepted. No 
photocopies.)
Fill out the form and return it to your local 
president. The president will certify (sign) the form 
to indicate your membership is in good standing in 
your local and mail your form to the IFT.

You may designate your redirection to one of the 
following Executive Board-approved alternative, 
non-political expenditures:

Carl J. Megel Special Education Scholarship
An IFT-sponsored scholarship awarded annually 
to a special education student.

IFT Robert G. Porter Scholarship
The union offers two $10,000 scholarships annually 
to the children of IFT members who are high school 
seniors and will be enrolled in an Illinois public 

university. Winning students receive $2,500 per year 
for four years.

IFT Union Professional Development Program
The union’s newest program designed to provide 
quality, accessible professional development 
opportunities for all IFT members.

Your redirection of the $35 COPE (Committee on 
Political Education) portion of IFT dues will be good 
for the current dues year only and is not retroactive. You 
may reapply each year between Sept. 1-30. 

Dues Redirection Notice



“

“

I’m voting for the Fair Tax for  
my family, my community, and  
for future generations. The  
Fair Tax will raise $3 billion a 
year to boost resources for  
public education, healthcare, 
and public safety and increase 
development for marginalized 
communities. 
JOSHUA WEBSTER
Madison Federation of Teachers
& Support Personnel, Local 763

“

“

I teach in a low-income district, 
and there are certainly many  
services that we’d like to offer  
our students that we don’t  
always have money for. The  
Fair Tax would help by providing 
us with funding for additional 
resources and social services. 

RACHEL ESPOSITO
West Suburban Teachers Union, 
Local 571

via Zoom to explain the benefits of the Fair Tax for higher 
education, including much-needed funding. 
 
Southwest Suburban Teachers Union (Local 943) is 
educating members about the Fair Tax and providing members 
with a little “swag” at the same time! The local included a 
“Get Out the Vote” sticker and a Fair Tax window cling in their 
back-to-school member packets this summer. And beginning 
in late August, the local sent personal postcards to each 
member and will continue to do so through October to spread 
the word about voting YES to a fair tax structure for everyone.  
 

IFT locals across the state understand the importance of pass-
ing a Fair Tax in the upcoming General Election, so they have 
been pulling out all the stops this summer to let their members 
and communities know why it’s critical to vote YES for fairness! 
 
University Professionals of Illinois (UPI Local 4100) is 
spreading the word about the Fair Tax to all higher education 
members in Illinois. UPI held a webinar in August for all college 
and university faculty and staff. Expert panelists Ralph Martire 
(director, Center for Tax and Budget Accountability), State Rep. 
Emanuel Chris Welch, IFT President Dan Montgomery and 
UPI President John Miller spoke with hundreds of members 

Madison Federation of Teachers and Support Staff (Local 
763) are taking to the streets to educate community members 
about how to apply for a mail ballot and what issues are at 
stake in this election, including the Fair Tax. Beginning in late 
August, local members began safe neighborhood canvassing 
to have one-on-one conversations with community members 
about how the Fair Tax will cut taxes for many Illinoisans  
and generate additional funding for schools and investment 
in communities.  

In Central Illinois, several locals came together for a  
Presidents’ and Treasurers’ workshop to learn more about 
the Fair Tax. Union leaders got the facts about how a Fair Tax 
will benefit lower- and middle-class families, our schools, and 
state services. They were also introduced to the Fair Tax  
calculator to help them discover how much they would save. 

Participating locals included:  

 Champaign Federation of Teachers (Local 1925) 

 Cuba Federation of Teachers & Support Staff (Local 3799) 

 Four Rivers Special Education District (Local 3924) 

 Decatur Federation of Teaching Assistants (Local 4324) 

 South Scott Federation of Teachers (Local 4140) 

 South Scott Federation of Paraprofessional & Support  
 Personnel (Local 6115)  

Locals step up to urge YES 
votes for the Fair Tax 

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW THE FAIR TAX  
WILL BENEFIT AT YOU AT IFT-AFT.ORG/FAIRTAX
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From passing a Fair Tax to addressing our public health crisis to 
winning racial justice, there is a lot at stake in this General Election. 
It has never been more important that each of us cast our ballot. 
In the midst of COVID-19, we urge our members to do so SAFELY. 
That’s why we strongly encourage you to vote by mail.

This year, Governor Pritzker has temporarily expanded the vote by 
mail program to help every eligible voter avoid polling places and 
conveniently cast a ballot by mail. Illinois has always offered this 
option, but during the pandemic it has been made even easier; 
voters who cast ballots in 2018, 2019 or 2020 should have 
received a vote by mail application at their home address. If you  
did not receive an application in the mail, you can access one 

online at elections.il.gov. If you plan to vote by mail complete 
the application and return it to your local election ASAP.

Ballots will be mailed to voters beginning September 24, the 
same day early voting begins. We encourage you to complete 
and return you ballot as soon as you receive it. Mailed ballots 
must be postmarked no later than Election Day, 
November 3, and must be received within 
14 days of the election to be counted.
 
Your vote is your voice. Be sure to 
raise it by casting your ballot safely in  
this critical General Election!

Stay safe and vote by mail

IMPORTANT DATES
Election Day, Tuesday, November 3, will be a state holiday for government offices, 

K-12 schools and university civil servants.

REGISTER
H First, check your registration status at ift-aft.org/vote.
 If you need to register, follow the prompts to do so online.  
 The standard registration deadline is October 18, 2020.

VOTING BY MAIL
H Because of concerns about voter safety and COVID-19,   
 voting by mail has been expanded for the 2020 General   
 Election. If you have not received a mail ballot application  
 at your home address, visit the elections.il.gov to 
 request one.

EARLY VOTING
H You can also cast your ballot in-person before Election Day 
 at select locations. Early voting will be open September  
 24 – November 2, 2020. 

VOTING IN PERSON
H If you don’t vote early or by mail, in-person voting 
 will  still be available on November 3. (Remember that  
 this  year, Election Day will be a holiday for K-12 schools   
 and university civil servants.) 

more at
IFT-AFT.ORG/VOTE

NOVEMBER 3 GENERAL ELECTION |  IFT-ENDORSED CANDIDATES

IL HOUSE
1st - Aaron Ortiz (D)**
2nd - Theresa Mah (D)
4th - Delia Ramirez (D)
5th - Lamont Robinson, Jr. (D)
6th - Sonya Harper (D)
7th - Emanuel “Chris” Welch (D)
8th - La Shawn Ford (D)
9th - Lakesia Collins (D)*
10th - Omar Williams (D)*
11th - Ann Williams (D)
12th - Margaret Croke (D)
13th - Greg Harris (D)
14th - Kelly Cassidy (D)
15th - John D’Amico (D)*
16th - Denyse Wang Stoneback (D)
17th - Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz (D)
18th - Robyn Gabel (D)
19th - Lindsey LaPointe (D)
20th - Michelle Darbro (D)*
21st - Edgar Gonzalez (D)
22nd - Michael Madigan (D)
23rd - Michael Zalewski (D)
24th - Lisa Hernandez (D)
26th - Kam Buckner (D)
27th - Justin Slaughter (D)
28th - Robert Rita (D)
29th - Thaddeus Jones (D)
30th - Will Davis (D)
31st - Mary Flowers (D)
32nd - Andre Thapedi (D)
33rd - Marcus Evans (D)
34th - Nicholas Smith (D)*
35th - Frances Hurley (D)
36th - Kelly Burke (D)
37th - Michelle Fadeley (D)
38th - Debbie Meyers-Martin (D)
39th - Will Guzzardi (D)
40th - Jaime Andrade (D)
41st - Janet Yang Rohr (D)
42nd - Ken Mejia-Beal (D)
43rd - Anna Moeller (D)

44th - Fred Crespo (D)
45th - Diane Pappas (D)
46th - Deborah Conroy (D)
47th - Jennifer Zordani (D)
48th - Terra Costa Howard (D)
49th - Maura Hirschauer (D)
51st - Mary Edly-Allen (D)**
53rd - Mark Walker (D)
54th - Maggie Trevor (D)
55th - Martin Moylan (D)*
56th - Michelle Mussman (D)
57th - Jonathan Carroll (D)
58th - Bob Morgan (D)
59th - Daniel Didech (D)
60th - Rita Mayfield (D)
61st - Joyce Mason (D)
62nd - Sam Yingling (D)
63rd - Brian Sager (D)
64th - Leslie Armstrong-McLeod (D)*
65th - Martha Paschke (D)
66th - Suzanne Ness (D)
67th - Maurice West II (D)
68th - Dave Vella (D)
70th - Paul Stoddard (D)**
71st - Tony McCombie (R)
72nd - Michael Halpin (D)
74th - Christopher DeMink (D)*
76th - Lance Yednock (D)*
77th - Kathleen Willis (D)
78th - Camille Lilly (D)
79th - Charlene Eads (D)*
80th - Anthony DeLuca (D)
81st - Anne Stava-Murray (D)
83rd - Barbara Hernandez (D)
84th - Stephanie Kifowit (D)
85th - Dagmara “Dee” Avelar (D)*
86th - Larry Walsh, Jr. (D)*
88th - Karla Bailey-Smith (D)
90th - Seth Wiggins (D)
91st - Mark Luft (R)
92nd - Jehan Gordon-Booth (D)

93rd - Scott Stoll (D)
94th - Angel Smith (D)*
95th - Chase Wilhelm (D)*
96th - Sue Scherer (D)*
97th - Harry Benton (D)*
98th - Natalie Manley (D)
103rd - Carol Ammons (D)
104th - Mike Marron (R)
105th - Chemberly Cummings (D)
107th - David Seiler (D)**
108th - Kacie Weicherding (D)
109th - John Spencer (D)
111th - Monica Bristow (D)
112th - Katie Stuart (D)
113th - Jay Hoffman (D)*
114th - LaToya Greenwood (D)
116th - Nathan Reitz (D)
117th - Dave Severin (R)
 
ILLINOIS JUDICIAL
1st Supreme - P. Scott Neville, Jr. (D)
1st Appellate - Michael Hyman (D)
1st Appellate - Sharon Johnson (D)
3rd Supreme - Tom Kilbride (retain)
5th Supreme - Judy Cates (D)
5th Appellate - Sarah Smith (D)

U.S. SENATE
Dick Durbin (D) 

U.S. HOUSE
1st - Bobby Rush (D)
2nd - Robin Kelly (D)
3rd - Marie Newman (D)
4th - Jesus “Chuy” Garcia (D)
5th - Mike Quigley (D)
6th - Sean Casten (D)
7th - Danny Davis (D)
8th - Raja Krishnamoorthi (D)
9th - Jan Schakowsky (D)*
10th - Brad Schneider (D)
11th - Bill Foster (D)
12th - Raymond Lenzi (D)
13th - Betsy Dirksen Londrigan (D)
14th - Lauren Underwood (D)
15th - Erika Weaver (D)
16th - Dani Brzozowski (D)
17th - Cheri Bustos (D)

IL SENATE 
1st - Antonio Munoz (D)
4th - Kimberly Lightford (D)
10th - Robert Martwick (D)
11th - Celina Villanueva (D)
13th - Robert Peters (D)
16th - Jacqui Collins (D)
19th - Michael Hastings (D)
22nd - Cristina Castro (D)
25th - Karina Villa (D)
28th - Laura Murphy (D)
31st - Melinda Bush (D)**
34th - Steve Stadelman (D)
40th - Patrick Joyce (D)
43rd - John Connor (D)
46th - Dave Koehler (D)
49th - Meg Loughran Cappel (D)**
52nd - Scott Bennett (D)
58th - Terri Bryant (R)

This list reflects only districts in which the IFT has endorsed a candidate.  *Union Member   **IFT Member

History was made when Vice President Joe Biden selected U.S. Senator Kamala Harris to be 

his running mate. She is the first Black and South Asian woman to be at the top of the ticket. 

Selecting Harris was a bold and inspirational choice, especially in these times when the 

the current president praises white supremacists as very fine people. The Biden/Harris  

administration will be committed to reversing the effects of sexism and systemic racism. 

We  are excited to support this ticket!
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