
*Coalition members: IFT, Chicago Teachers Union, Illinois Families for Public Schools, Kenwood-Oakland Community Organization, Journey for Justice, Learning 
Disabilities Association of Illinois, and Raise Your Hand Illinois. 

 

ISBE Plans to Change Required Student Testing 
 
The Illinois Federation of Teachers and coalition members* call on ISBE board members to stop the vote on the 
state’s plan for a drastic change to state testing. Voting takes place at the June 16 board meeting.  
 
WHAT IS IT? 
ISBE is seeking a vendor for state tests for grades 3-8 to replace the yearly, summative Illinois Assessment for Readiness 
(IAR). Instead of the IAR, students would take three high-stakes interim tests in fall, winter, and spring, with scores from the 
three tests determining an overall high-stakes score. Districts will be able to determine which standards are assessed on 
each test. ISBE plans to identify this vendor by late summer 2021. 
 
The contract is for over a quarter of a billion dollars and could remain in place for 10 years. 
 
ISBE’S PERSPECTIVE 
ISBE claims that this new assessment plan will: 

• Reduce testing because 70% of districts already use interim standardized tests and would benefit from eliminating 
the IAR.  

• Save districts money, as they would no longer have to pay for their current interim tests. 
• Give teachers feedback in real time to address “learning loss,” especially in underserved communities. 

 
 
 
 
OUR ISSUES WITH THIS PLAN 

• The timeline is rushed, and there has not been authentic outreach to those impacted: families, students, and 
educators. Instead, there should be an open and public dialogue with families, students, and educators about how 
to reduce high-stakes testing. 

• This is an increase in high-stakes testing, as it mandates high-stakes tests every 10-12 weeks. 
o Instructional time will be lost to make room for more testing and test preparation, meaning less time for 

deep, meaningful problem-based learning. Our students are more than test scores. 
o Curricula will be further narrowed to what is measured on the test, to the exclusion of everything else. 
o Districts can still mandate their own local interim tests in addition to these interim tests. 

• High-stakes testing stresses skill mastery and does not promote deep learning or engagement. This kind of 
remedial instruction is disproportionately utilized in high-poverty, high-minority schools. 

• It is unclear how growth will be measured if different standards can be assessed on each interim test. 
• This will cost over $227 million, yet there is no research to show that interim assessments promote better 

teaching, deeper learning, or improved student learning.   
o Our students, especially those in underserved communities, have carried the brunt of the negative impacts 

of COVID-19. Standardized tests did not serve them well before the pandemic and increasing testing now 
will be an additional source of stress and trauma. Our resources should instead be spent supporting these 
communities in ways that make a positive difference, such as more clinicians and smaller class sizes.  

• This opens the door to mandatory K-2 standardized testing, which is developmentally inappropriate for early 
learners. 

 
 
 
 

The IFT is advocating for ISBE to stop the vote so that more time & public engagement is possible 
before changing state-mandated tests 

IFT FACT SHEET 

Call on ISBE to stop this vote on June 16!  
Changes to state-mandated testing should be decided 

with stakeholders and without rushing the process. 


